Expand public access to the waterfront and waterways
for residents and visitors.

principles
Key Strategies
1: Continuously seek out opportunities to improve/enhance access and views of the
water

2: 	Extend the Henry C. Chambers Waterfront Park westward along the marsh with
a boardwalk and new access points from Bay Street

3: Improve the existing Marina and expand the day dock facilities
4: Integrate waterfront access with the regional trail system
5: Redevelop the Marina parking to extend the Waterfront Park and create lasting
economic value for the City

6: Improve linkages to Waterfront Park from Bay Street
7: Create a waterfront park and boardwalk/trail system along the water’s edge on
Lady’s Island

8: Continue to open up views from Boundary Street to the marshes of Battery Creek
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2: The Public Waterfront

Beaufort’s waterfront forms the essential backdrop
of the community’s identity, and it is here where
its legacy began and will endure in the future. In
the city’s early history, the water was the main
livelihood of the city and its only connection to
the world beyond. While industry is no longer
prominent along the water’s edge, the water is still
a critical component of the daily lives of Beaufort’s
residents and visitors as both the surrounding
horizon and an escape from dry land. Today,
some of the city’s most distinguishing features are
its highly-used Henry C. Chambers Waterfront
Park and the preserved vistas across marshes and
waterways.
The strategies in this chapter articulate a vision
for a publicly accessible, world-class waterfront
environment that will further enhance Beaufort’s
identity as a historic, riverside community. Through
resourceful planning and implementation, the city
will build upon its heritage along the water to fully
enjoy its Lowcountry geography and become a
remarkable waterfront city.
From a geographical standpoint, current public
access to the water is fairly limited, particularly
outside of the historic core. At present,
approximately 55% of the 2.3 miles of waterfront
in the historic downtown core is publicly accessible.
By contrast, only 1.5 miles of the 20 miles
(approximately 10%) of shoreline outside of the
historic core is open to the public.
To improve waterfront accessibility, the city and its
partners will use a wide variety of tools including,
but not limited to the following:
•

purchase of private land for public use;

•

conservation and viewshed easements;

•

public access easements;

•

subdivision regulations; and

•

private negotiation of public access and
connectivity.

The Redevelopment Commission should develop
a comprehensive waterfront management plan
that integrates the urban design and use criteria
recommendations in this plan and the Waterway
Commission Report of October 2003.
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2.1 Regional Waterfront Connectivity Plan

2.1

Regional
Waterfront
Connectivity Plan

Sector: All
See Also: 5.4
On a typical day at the Beaufort Waterfront, one
observes friends strolling at the river’s edge, people
eating on restaurant patios, families enjoying
the park, and couples sitting on bench swings.
Although these waterfront activities are treasured
pastimes, they do not provide interaction with
the water itself. Moreover, these activities are all
clustered within the 1/3 mile of shoreline at the
Henry C. Chambers Waterfront Park without
touching the other 20 miles of shoreline within the
city.
Historically, Beaufort’s identity was characterized
by much more active engagement with the water.
Only in the past 60 to 75 years has the role of
the waterfront shifted from an active port and
thoroughfare to simply a pleasant natural amenity.

historic downtown shoreline (55% publicly accessible)
city of beaufort shoreline (~10% publicly accessible)

While passive recreational use will continue to
be a significant asset, the Beaufort waterfront of
the future will be rediscovered as a crucial active
link to the rest of the world. Over the next halfcentury, what happens on the water will play an
increasingly important role in the life of the city as
water transport becomes a practical alternative to
automobile travel for people as well as goods and
commodities.
The Regional Framework Diagram illustrates
a proposed system of local water taxi ports
connecting sites along the Beaufort River to the
regional centers of Hilton Head, Charleston, and
Savannah. This diagram also proposes the creation
of the Beaufort River Regional Greenway and Parks
System. Stretching from the Henry C. Chambers
Waterfront Park in Beaufort to The Sands Beach
area in Port Royal, this expansive parks system
provides frequent opportunities to interact with
the Beaufort River and its adjacent tidal marshes.
Canoe and kayak launches, boardwalks, fishing
piers, bird watching platforms, and swimming areas
would provide a variety of ways to enjoy life on the

SSREGIONAL FRAMEWORK DIAGRAM
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2.7 Lady’s Island Waterfront Access

2.7

Lady’s Island
Waterfront Access

Sector: 5
Project Type: Public | Private
Civic Investment Required: Factory Creek/Vista
Waterfront Access Expansion and Whitehall
Waterfront Park

Vista Area

See Also: 6.6

I s land
Parkwa
y

Whitehall
meridian rd

The conceptual plan for the Whitehall tract on Sea
Island Parkway, across from the historic downtown
area, proposes a substantial public park along the
water’s edge. To provide contrast between this
park and the more formal Henry C. Chambers
Waterfront Park across the river, this parkland
would be designed in a more naturalistic manner,
emphasizing the preservation of existing trees and
a gradual connection to the waterfront, rather than
as a bulkhead design.

Sea

SSconceptual plan for whitehall and the 		
	Vista area

SSconceptual illustration of the whitehall area waterfront park
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2: The Public Waterfront

Across Sea Island Parkway from Whitehall, adjacent
to the existing Vista public waterfront access and
boat launch, the conceptual plan illustrates how
the Open Land Trust’s recent acquisition of three
developed properties along Sea Island Parkway
will transform this area. The existing buildings at
the approach to Wood’s Bridge have already been
removed to re-open the view onto Factory Creek.
These combined properties will become a passive
public park, conserved in perpetuity by the Open
Land Trust. Called Project Vista II, it will also
feature a native plant demonstration plot installed
by local garden clubs.
Additionally, a widened sidewalk along Sea
Island Parkway, on-street parking, and pedestrian
crosswalks at key intersections would offer
connections to the future Whitehall Main Street
and Town Center, located across the street at the
redeveloped intersection of Meridian Road, Sea
Island Parkway, and the existing public boat ramp.
The boat ramp would be expanded by 50 feet on
either side, doubling the number of trailer parking
spots to thirty-six.
The Vista property acquisitions serve as the Lady’s
Island anchor for a system of waterfront parks and
walkways proposed for Beaufort and Port Royal.
The reclaimed open space along Sea Island Parkway
ties into the larger proposed system through its
direct connection via Wood’s Bridge, to the west,
and its connection to Whitehall’s conceptual
waterfront park, to the south.

2.8

Mossy Oaks
Waterfront Access

Sector: 3
Project Type: Public
Civic Investment Required: Mossy Oaks
Waterfront Park and Garden
See Also: Section 5.2
Currently, only 1% of the shoreline on Battery
Creek along the western portion of the Beaufort/
Port Royal peninsula permits public access. A large,
mostly undeveloped parcel of land along Battery
Creek, between Brotherhood Road and Mossy
Oaks Road, would be a key location for a new
public waterfront park, adding 500 feet of public
shoreline. The depth of water at this location,
during both high and low tide, makes it an ideal
spot to provide a public canoe and kayak launch,
and its location adjacent to the Spanish Moss Trail
provides multi-modal accessibility. In addition
to the water access, ample bike parking, public
showers and restrooms, and a 2-acre community
garden would provide a variety of activities for
neighborhood residents and visitors.

2.9

Boundary Street
Waterfront Access

Sector: 4
mossy oaks rd

spanish moss trail

Waterfront
Access

Civic Investment Required: Battery Creek
Marsh Trail/Boardwalk, Battery Creek
Marshfront Parks, Belt Buckle Park, 1st Street
Curve, Beaufort River Viewshed and Public
Access
See Also: 8.1

brotherhood rd

SSConceptual Waterfront Access from Mossy
Oaks Road
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Project Type: Public | Private
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For decades, the Boundary Street area disregarded
its proximity to the water’s edge. The low density,
suburban development pattern largely paved
and piped the existing natural environment; the
resultant buildings walled-off access to the marshes
in favor of loading docks and dumpster storage. The

6.6 Sector 5 Neighborhood Strategies

6.6

Sector 5
Neighborhood
Strategies

Sector: 5
Project Type: Public | Private
Civic Investment Required: Various
See Also: 2.7; 8.4

public green defined by townhouses and mixed-use
buildings. The town center green would include
a diversity of uses, while land closer to the river
would be primarily residential, including apartment
buildings, townhouses, and single-family houses. A
public dock would provide another connection to
downtown Beaufort or other destinations from the
river. Developed using this approach, the Whitehall
property would become a logical extension of
downtown that compliments, but does not compete
with, the historic core.

Whitehall
The old Whitehall Plantation property, currently
vacant, sits directly across the river from downtown
Beaufort near the bridge from Carteret Street to
Lady’s Island (US Business Route 21). The property
offers impressive views of the Beaufort River, with
downtown Beaufort just beyond.
(See 2.7 for details about proposed waterfront
access in this area).
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Image Source: Bing.com

The conceptual plan for Whitehall envisions a
traditional neighborhood, with the northwestern
tip of the property preserved as public open space
for the regional parks and greenway system. The
plan illustrates one major entrance to the property,
marked by a civic or religious structure, and a

SSBird’s eye Aerial of Whitehall Property

Hamilton
village
Whitehall

Lady’s island
Village Center

SSConceptual Neighborhood Plans - sector 5
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6: A City of Walkable Neighborhoods
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SSConceptual plan for Whitehall and the Vista area (See 2.7 for Vista area details)

SSConceptual illustration of the Whitehall area neighborhood
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6.6 Sector 5 Neighborhood Strategies

Hamilton Village
Hamilton Village is a small area along the Beaufort
River within the limited land on Lady’s Island that
is currently within Beaufort’s jurisdiction. The
area is adjacent to the Lady’s Island Marina, has
waterfront access, and is within walking distance to
the Whitehall redevelopment area and the Lady’s
Island Village Center.
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The conceptual plan for Hamilton Village
recommends higher density residential and limited
commercial uses that would capitalize on the
desirability of the waterfront location. Building
forms would be designed to create a consistent,
attractive streetscape environment, and a pedestrian
friendly network of streets would tie into nearby
activity centers.

SSconceptual plan of Hamilton village

SSConceptual illustration of townhomes around a small park (see next page for location)
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6: A City of Walkable Neighborhoods

Lady’s Island Village Center
s e a is

land

Lady’s Island Village Center is a regional
commercial center at the intersection of Sea Island
Parkway and Lady’s Island Drive/Sams Point Road.
Existing development in the area is typical of a
suburban strip pattern of retail, catering almost
exclusively to automobile traffic. Over time, infill
development and redevelopment will create a more
connected and coherent pattern of circulation
through the area and reinforce the streetscape with
building types that define a consistent urban street
edge to improve the pedestrian environment and
general aesthetics. Nearby residential development
as well as mixed-use buildings within Lady’s Island
Village Center, will bring more housing to the area
at a walkable density. The perimeter of parking
lots set aside for existing shopping centers will be
gradually filled in to create real urban blocks that
cater to pedestrians and bicyclists, in addition to
those travelling by car from elsewhere. Finally,
the development of Sams Point Road Park will
begin to provide a civic anchor and focal point
for redevelopment in the area, creating a sense of
identity and opportunity for recreation.
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SSConceptual Illustration of Lady’s Island 		
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SSconceptual plan of Lady’s Island Village Center redevelopment
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8: Mixed-Use Corridors of Vibrant Activity

8.4

Sea Island Parkway
and Lady’s Island
Village Center

Sector: 5
Project Type: Private
Civic Investment Required: None
See Also: 2.7; 6.6

Streetscape Improvements
As Carteret Street extends south from downtown
Beaufort across the Beaufort River, it becomes
Sea Island Parkway, the primary thoroughfare to
Lady’s Island, St. Helena Island and Hunting Island.
Sea Island Parkway is primarily a four-lane rural
thoroughfare with scattered sidewalks in the more
developed areas near the Beaufort River.

installing planting strips to buffer the sidewalks
from vehicular travel lanes. In some areas, onstreet parking may be appropriate to serve new
development located at the edge of the sidewalk.
A series of roundabouts is also proposed to calm
traffic through the Lady’s Island Village Center and
create focal points for redevelopment.

Redevelopment Strategies
The conceptual plan for Lady’s Island Village
Center focuses on creating a more connected and
coherent pattern of circulation and reinforcing
the streetscape with walkable development that
defines a consistent street edge. Beaufort High
School continues to be a prominent, yet secluded
civic presence in this area. The proposed plan for
the Whitehall area and Hamilton Village seek to
complement the mixed-use walkable character
of downtown Beaufort by echoing this pattern
directly across the Beaufort River. (See 6.6 for more
detail about each of these areas.)

Proposed streetscape improvements are limited
to the Lady’s Island Village Center area located
west of the Beaufort County Airport; the areas
beyond this point quickly transition to a rural
road with sparse development and little need for
additional infrastructure. Along Sea Island Parkway,
this plan recommends widening sidewalks and
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SSconceptual illustration of Lady’s ISland Village Center
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8.4 Sea Island Parkway and Lady’s Island Village Center

Building Redevelopment Strategies

SSExisting Strip Center

SSone-story building option

As streetscape improvements create redevelopment
opportunities, there will not be one building type or scale
that is appropriate for all locations. The two illustrations
below show options for how the strip center at left could
be redeveloped to create a more pedestrian-friendly
destination. The multi-story building option frames the
street and allows for vertical mixing of uses: retail on the
ground floor and offices or housing above. Multi-story
buildings will not be economically viable in all locations,
and the one-story building option shows a configuration
that establishes a similarly attractive place that may be
more appropriate for some locations, such as at mid-block.

SSmulti-story building option

SSConceptual illustration of Lady’s ISland housing infill
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8: Mixed-Use Corridors of Vibrant Activity
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SSConceptual plan of lady’s island development - Phase I
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SSConceptual plan of lady’s island development - Phase I - village center
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SSConceptual plan of lady’s island development - Phase I - Whitehall and vista
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8.4 Sea Island Parkway and Lady’s Island Village Center
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SSConceptual plan of lady’s island development - Phase 2
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SSConceptual plan of lady’s island development - Phase 2 - village center
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SSConceptual plan of lady’s island development - Phase 2- Airport junction pud
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