Third Brid ge Cr ossi n g : A n Op tio n w ith Im pa c ts
POSSIBLE APPROACH

BACKGROUND
The idea of a third bridge on Lady’s Island has been
around for decades. It is addressed in three major
plans as a potential long-term need, but there is no
funding in place for it:

The Lady’s Island Steering Committee has discussed the third bridge crossing and
has tentatively concluded the following:
A third bridge could relieve traffic pressure on the two existing bridges.
Congestion is a concern of many people, including both daily use and during
times of emergency evacuation.

Beaufort County Comprehensive Plan (2010)
identifies the third bridge crossing as a link in the
larger proposed northern bypass. It shows it as a
possible long range unfunded improvement, with a
cost estimate of $216,000,000. That cost is likely
higher now.

However, there is concern that a third bridge will encourage additional growth
on Lady’s Island and overwhelm the ability of the island’s infrastructure and
natural system to accommodate growth.
A third bridge would place additional development pressure on the northern
end of the island, which is proposed for low density rural development in
county plans.

The City of Beaufort Comprehensive Plan (2009)
calls for the third bridge crossing to be explored
and evaluated. It concludes that while it may
play an important role in regional mobility, its
cost makes it a low priority. It also notes concerns
about potential environmental impact.

Environmental impact is also a concern, especially if located at the northern
end of the island. Likewise, there is concern about the impact on the air base.
The third bridge crossing should be avoided if possible. It would change the
character of the island and likely have unintended negative consequences. It
would also be prohibitively expensive.

Northern Beaufort County Regional Plan (2007)
calls for the third bridge crossing to be explored
and evaluated.

However, if growth continues indefinitely on the island, a third bridge
will ultimately be needed. If growth is not managed properly and kept to
sustainable levels, the need for a third crossing cannot be ignored.

The third bridge crossing was studied by Beaufort
County and was determined to be not feasible in the
immediate future.
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The Third Crossing is
referenced in the following
plans:
- Northern Regional Plan
-only for evaluation purposes
- County Comprehensive Plan
-unfunded
-$216m US 21 to Sams Point
Rd
- City Comprehensive Plan
-low priority

W H AT D O Y O U T H I N K ?
KEY QUESTIONS
Is the bridge needed?
What are the implications?
Will it induce more growth?
How would it impact the northern
rural land use patterns?
What should this plan conclude?

